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Catching up with 
technology’s 

advance requires 
a coordinated 

global response

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s Sydney Dialogue 
is the premier policy summit for critical, emerging, cyber 
and space technologies.

Technology’s advance has outpaced regulatory and policy responses. State and  
non-state actors alike understand that information is power. This can yield 
extraordinary outcomes for humanity and for the earth, but it can also produce 
great harm.

Technology is evolving at speed. New applications extend beyond existing laws 
and in an absence of consensus on rules and norms. The explosion of creativity 
opens opportunities for solving real-world problems and creating entire, 
previously unimagined economies. But it also comes with enormous risks. 

Catching up with technology’s advance requires a coordinated global response. 
Solutions lie beyond the remit or imagination of governments, technology 
companies or civil society alone. Until now, there had been no multilateral forum 
for the world’s top thinkers and decision makers from these communities to 
come together and strategise. 

The Sydney Dialogue (TSD) aims to fill this critical gap.

About  
The Sydney 
Dialogue
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World leaders, technology industry innovators, ministers 
and civil society will feature in a mix of keynote speeches, 
panel discussions, closed-room sessions and public 
engagements. 

We will invite speakers and delegates who are willing to push the envelope. We 
want to hear diverse views about which technologies are the potential game 
changers, and why. We want to stimulate an honest conversation about how 
governments, industry and society can optimise opportunity and minimise risk. 

What are the new and big ideas? Where are red lines and what are the 
consequences of crossing them? Who is leading the charge on developing 
technologies with the capacity to change how we live, interact, and engage with 
each other and the world? What enablers and protections are needed to ensure 
the benefits of technology are equitable and consistent with fundamental 
human rights?

The Sydney Dialogue will offer a place where the world can anticipate, prepare 
and respond to the complicated challenges and immense opportunities 
presented by technology.

Diverse views 
about which 

technologies 
are the potential 
game changers, 

and why
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The annual Sydney Dialogue is convened by the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) – an 
independent, non-partisan think tank that produces 
expert and timely advice for Australian and global leaders.
 
ASPI generates new ideas for policy makers, allowing them to make  
better-informed decisions and is one of the most authoritative and widely 
quoted contributors to public discussion of strategic policy issues in the  
Indo-Pacific region. 

ASPI was established by the Australian Government in 2001 and is partially 
funded by the Department of Defence with other sources of revenue including 
from overseas government agencies, corporates and civil society groups.

What is 
ASPI?

Expert and 
timely advice for 

Australian and 
global leaders 
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Iconic venue in Sydney over at least 2 days. Gala Dinner to be held on day one 
of the Dialogue. 

To bring together leaders in government, the technology sector, and civil society 
to discuss the opportunities and risks of critical and emerging technologies, 
including cyber and space. Provide a forum for developing strategies to 
promote the benefits of technology and reduce the space for misuse.

Featuring the people shaping the technology landscape, the governments 
responding and the populations affected.

Incorporate a ‘tech immersion’ experience for delegates showcasing the latest 
in technology.

Topics for discussion: 

Cyber and digital governance
exploring the idea of a ‘Bretton Woods moment’ for technology

The new space race
opportunity, imagination and risk. Climate, security and space economy angles

The technological game changers
who is doing what and why – and so what?

Securing technological advantage and supply 
in the context of geostrategic competition

Space and cyber industry
opportunities for industry and government to align priorities, understand 
urgent problems and discuss novel solutions.

Information as Power
misinformation, disinformation, coercion. and control

Innovation
growing and funding a healthy and secure tech ecosystem across 
national boundaries

Tech bifurcation 
and internet bifurcation

The role of tech
in advancing women’s rights, climate and human security

Vision:  
The Sydney 
Dialogue 
2023
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Due to restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the inaugural Sydney Dialogue was held online, with key 
sessions running over 3 days in November 2021 and with 
follow-up sessions in February and March 2022.

Keynote addresses were delivered by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
then Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and former Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe.

Other speaker highlights included 2021 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Maria Ressa, 
Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, New Zealand Foreign 
Minister Nanaia Mahuta, Australia’s Chief Scientist Cathy Foley, META President 
of Global Affairs Sir Nick Clegg, NASA Deputy Administrator Pam Melroy, 
Google President of Global Affairs Kent Walker, Twitter Head of Legal, Policy 
and Trust Vijaya Gadde, President of Observer Research Foundation Samir 
Saran and President of the Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency Hiroshi 
Yamakawa.

The 2021 Sydney Dialogue attracted significant domestic and international 
media coverage. In the week of the Dialogue, over 2000 international news hits 
were generated in outlets such as Nikkei Asia, Singapore Times, Straits Times, 
CNN, Forbes, South China Morning Post, CNBC, The Times of India, The Hindu, 
The Hindustan Times, The Independent, POLITICO, Associated Press, Jakarta 
Post, Taipei Times, The Sydney Morning Herald, Australian Financial Review, 
The Australian, Guardian Australia, and ABC.

Prime Minister Modi’s address was broadcast live by the Indian national 
broadcaster, Doordarshan, which has an audience in the hundreds of millions. 
As at mid-2022, his address on YouTube has over 30,000 views, as well as 
hundreds of thousands of views on Twitter. 

The Dialogue was attended virtually by delegates from across the Indo-Pacific 
and the world. It has generated enormous interest as the only global forum 
that brings tech, government and civil society leaders together to discuss 
collaborative solutions to some of the biggest challenges of our time.

The Sydney 
Dialogue:
2021

Selection of TSD speakers L–R:

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

Shinzo Abe
Former Prime Minister of Japan

Maria Ressa
CEO of Rappler 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner 2021



“I’m confident that The Sydney 
Dialogue will be a wonderful platform 
to help us shape our partnership for this 
age and fulfill our responsibility to the 
future of our nations and the world.” 

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

Selection of TSD hosts  
and panel speakers L–R:

Fergus Hanson
Director 
International Cyber  
Policy Centre

Sharan Burrow AC
General Secretary International 
Trade Union Confederation

Dr Samir Saran
President
Observer Research Foundation

Dr Sue Keay
Founder and Chair
Robotics Australia Group

Laura Jayes
Political Reporter 
Sky News 

The Right Honourable  
Sir Nick Clegg
Vice President for Global Affairs 
and Communication
Meta

Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
Minister of External Affairs
India

Senator the Honourable  
Marise Payne
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Australia
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Prime Sponsorship (MAXIMUM 2) $1,000,000 EXCL. GST

NETWORKING
• Two representatives on Head Table of TSD’s Gala Dinner
• Two VIP table of eight reserved for prime sponsor team and nominated guests at the TSD Gala Dinner
• ASPI to facilitate meetings with other participants of interest in the TSD margins

DIALOGUE CURATION & THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 
• Co-development of mutually agreed panel discussion and provide a keynote address
• Opportunity to co-host a focused event associated with The Sydney Dialogue 

BRANDING
• Prominent acknowledgment of prime sponsorship on TSD website
• Logo with hyperlink to sponsor website, social media, and other relevant resources
• Opportunity to feature video content, including bespoke ASPI interview 
• Up to 200-word company description 
• The only corporate logos (noting max of two Prime Sponsors) to be displayed on the holding screen for the duration of the TSD  

and up to four banners placed at venue 
• Prominent positioning of corporate logo on all materials distributed to the delegates as the prime TSD sponsor, including two 

satchel inserts
• Prominent acknowledgment of sponsorship on all TSD collateral and products prior to and post-event
• Opportunity to co-brand corporate lanyards for in-person attendees

Sponsorship of the Sydney Dialogue places you and your 
organisation at the centre of progress on real world problems.

Help build your brand as a positive contributor to a global conversation, and grow 
the understanding of the benefits of the technological solutions you provide across 
governments, private industry and non-government actors.  

Prime Sponsorship
EXCL. GST $1,000,000
Platinum Sponsorship
EXCL. GST $750,000
Gold Sponsorship
EXCL. GST $500,000
Silver Sponsorship
EXCL. GST $250,000

Sponsorship 
packages
CONTACT
Rebecca Shrimpton
Director, The Sydney Dialogue 
becshrimpton@aspi.org.au
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Platinum Sponsorship (MAXIMUM 4) $750,000 EXCL. GST

NETWORKING
• Two representatives on Head table of TSD’s Gala Dinner
• One VIP Table of eight reserved for platinum sponsor team and nominated guests at the TSD Gala Dinner 
• ASPI to facilitate meetings with other participants of interest in the TSD margins

DIALOGUE CURATION & THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 
• Co-development of mutually agreed panel discussion and provide a scene-setting pre-panel address
• Opportunity to co-host a focused event associated with The Sydney Dialogue

BRANDING
• Acknowledgement of platinum sponsorship on TSD website

• Logo with hyperlink to sponsor’s website
• Opportunity to feature video content
• Up to 150-word description

• Acknowledgement as platinum sponsor on all materials distributed to delegates, including one satchel insert
• Acknowledgement of platinum sponsorship on TSD collateral and products prior to and post-event
• Two corporate banners to be displayed in TSD foyer area

Gold Sponsorship (MAXIMUM 4) $500,000 EXCL. GST

NETWORKING
• One representatives on Head table of TSD’s Gala Dinner
• One VIP Table of eight reserved for gold sponsor team and nominated guests at the TSD Gala Dinner 

DIALOGUE CURATION 
• Opportunity to co-host a focused event associated with The Sydney Dialogue 
• Input on the structure and topics covered in panel and event discussions

BRANDING
• Acknowledgement of gold sponsorship on TSD website

• Logo with hyperlink to sponsor’s website
• Up to 100-word description

• Acknowledgement as gold sponsor on all materials distributed to delegates, including one satchel insert
• Acknowledgement of gold sponsorship on TSD collateral and products, prior to and post-event
• One corporate banner to be displayed in TSD foyer area

Silver Sponsorship $250,000 EXCL. GST

BRANDING
• Acknowledgement of silver sponsorship on TSD website

• Logo with hyperlink to sponsor’s website
• Up to 100-word description

• Acknowledgement as silver sponsor on all materials distributed to delegates, including one satchel insert
• Acknowledgement of silver sponsorship on TSD collateral and products, prior to and post-event
• One corporate banner to be displayed in TSD foyer area
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The Sydney Dialogue
Australian Strategic Policy Institute
Level 2, 40 Macquarie Street
Barton ACT 2600

ABN 77 097 369 045

CONTACT
Rebecca Shrimpton 
Director, The Sydney Dialogue
becshrimpton@aspi.org.au

tsd.aspi.org.au
info@tsd.aspi.org.au
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